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B FAITH AND THE ARTS

Peace-building art exhibition seeks to unite East and West

By Episcopal Journal

contemporary art exhibition
built on the theme of the
ancient Egyptian symbol of
the ankh opened in New
York on Sept. 21, the United Nations
International Day of Peace.

The c:l;i:'[hitinn, titled “The K-:].-,“ shewe-
cases the work of 40 Egyptian, Middle-
Eastern and Western CONIEMPOTArY artists
using a modern 3D hberglass porteayal of
the ankh, the hieroglyph known as the
“key of life,” as a means of engendering
unity among people of different cultural
heritages and faith backgrounds.

“It’s the canvas for a contemporary
mﬁﬁﬂg{" Uf‘ t‘.lnP{.' Fﬂ‘f i I'Ian'rl.uniuLL'i.
peaceful and tolerant world,” said the
Rev. Paul-Gordon Chandler, an Episco-
pal priest who is founder and president
of CARAVAN, an organization that em-
ploys the arts as a peaccbuilder among
the creeds and cultures of East and West.
“The Key,” already seen by thousands
in Cairo and most n:ccnrl}-' in London
at St. James, Piccadilly, will remain ar
New York's historic Riverside Church,
a stronghold of peace activism over the
decades, until Mov. 6.

“The world we live in today is fast-
paced and one where stercotypes and

mﬂdiﬂ I'l.}"r.l: can m-'i:r‘.'ihm.{uw Fund:lrnl.‘;n—
tal truths thar stand regardless of back-
ground or faith,” said Chandler. “For
generations the Middle East has been
a place of turmoil, and now more than
ever it is vital thar the growing
Western misconceptions and ap-
prehensions about the region be
addressed.”

“Iﬂ tht tvrrﬂw]dcnil'lg di"l’il’.lf
thar exists beoween the Middle
East and West, we have found
that art is a wehicle for under-
standing and imagination,” he
said. It enables people of dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds the
opportunity to gain an insig"lr
into the world and values of “the
other,” he said.

The blending of the old with
the new — an ancient symbol
created in hberglass and painted
by contemporary artists — stim-
ulates contemplation of values
over time, how peaceful coex-
Stonce onoe was pumib'c and,
despite current misunderstand-
ings, can be again, he said. “This
cultural endeavor with the ankh
at its hearr is a powerful means
to unite people of different back-
grounds,”

The unpaint::d 3-foot 9-inch El‘.lt'l'E]:iSE
sculpture of the “key” thar was used by
each artist was designed and seulpred by
the Egyptian artist Reda Abdel Rahman.

The exhibition is augmented with
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The contempardry drt exhriliir “The Kfy.. " on dr.'rpfu_r
in New York until Nov, 6, showcases the worl afaf-ﬂ
Egyptian, Middle Eastern and Western artises.

additional programs that include musie,
workshops, talks and panel discussion.
An educational component offers tours
for students and downloadable resources
for teachers.

Riverside Churchs senior minister, the
Rev. Amy Butler said: "As a community
committed to peace and reconciliation,
WE are tlc!ighh::l ta host CARAVAN, an
i[].‘ipil’inE art i[!.‘itﬂ.l!ﬂtiﬂn Pr[}muling l.I'l.f
dream of peace for the world. This instal-
lation calls us to embrace the dream of

peace for all people.”
Co-partnering  with CARAVAN,
Ambassador Ahmed Farouk, consul

general in New York of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, called the arts one of the most
Pmrf‘ll] Iﬂ.ngu:lgc.‘i ﬂr F:.'a.c{'m.'lking
among peoples of different religions.
“This exhibition speaks this language
eloquently,” he said.

PPast exhibitions sponsored by CARA-
VAN have included “Amen: A Prayer for
the World" at Washington National Ca-
thedral in 2014 and “In Peace and with
Compassion,” featuring 50 life-size paint-
ed fiberglass donkeys, at New York's Ca-
thedral of St. John the Divine in 2013, =

‘.rl:-? J"rﬂIEf Hare ﬂé‘ﬂﬂ'f f-;fi' Artists -ﬁ'ﬂﬂr
the  exhibition argmn'z:.r}'. AT P T 1 T TS
ONCATAVAROTE.




